THE 
OccasSIoNAL Paaghts x: 


* 


NUMBER VIII. 


—_— 


CONSIDERATIONS 


ON 


GOD SHORTNING 
THE 


DAYS OF YOUTH. 
ASERMON — a7 iſe Lefture. 


{ 


_ vii. 2. ti is FAG to go to bs 255 of mourning, AP to 
goto the houſe of feaſting : For that is the end of all men, and 
the living will lay it to his heart. 
Ibid. Chap. Xi. 9. Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth, and ler 
thy heart cheer . in the days 0 "4 thy youth: But re- 
_ that for all theſe things God will bring thee into judg- 


ment. 


— 
1 —— P 


EE UV ND v.Ne 


Printed and Sold by J. BeTTENHAM in St. Fobw's 
Lane near Hickss-Hall; and J. RogER Ts in 


Warwick-Lane, M DCC XLII. 
Pprice 4 d. or 38. per Dozen.} 


This and the ſeven foregoing numbers may be had 
together at R. HeTT's Bookſeller i in the Poultry. 


4 
* 
3 
ww 4 


1 *. - 
AP 22 «Av» rp wa ” I on OY OA OW ARES IE oo 4. %S 4 wt. os „ „ 
. os F 1 
* ö 4 #4 1 3 p 
* . *% oO 1 N a ; + ; 
E way W „ * * n r e — 


\ * 
. * F 
AL 
1 
. 
NR 14 2 r p*% 
5 1 * * 4 * 4 95 N. | — s 
| Hp ' 
* 
0 Fj n 
50 2 \ 
* oy I 
4 ö * N => FY of 5 # 
* S Wee 02 4 i, & 
4 
* * wh - 
y N * 
* 1 1 e o uit" j $4 
a ( g W. a ; yy * F: 1% * * 8 
4 — N 21 | ads * 3 ey 4 #5 3 
* 
\ 
r PO ow Ay 9 * — OI CO OE —— „ 2 — 
RX wy yn wm \ \ . 5 q 
„ "i LY k ®* , * 5 bY * 
; a. e VIM $095. 45 e 
, 5 et * © the g 
N * 13 91 4 L F . + S 41 11 1 * 1114 2 3 * iv \ TW : % 
Ta 4.0 3 # ” 85 3 N A +6 4 4 * , & 
* 12214 2 ; F- 98 2 5 * N 2 991 1 
\ | ' ö * 5 
* ay 41 * 8 5 "PR 0 ; 0 a 
$ > 1k Mtg 432.5435 7 7 4 a RD Ane & - 4 Ln . N \ ity 4&7 + F 
| N BY 4 5 , * ; s ; ; 
oy : o * 
2 x? x * . * - 
” i * * nn 05 : 88 1 \ * 0 „51 * * * % % i * N . þ „ 
7 ” » 4 x 7 l 1 . * 1 1 0 * 
1 nn $ [4 V% 1 2 b . l k S.. , 4 ; 5 
i302 3 8 * * 11 N ; k n TTY 14 is ' 
£4 +4 N 990 41 2 148 8 3 . iin a 3 \\ 8 
” 4 
» » 
OWEN EONS aL, DF . i ts 0) 4 BNR PF * 
l < 4" 4 * 
. ” * * 5 4 : * * { J * 
* ry 4 * * & * . %. . * 
0 % ? 
i s 
* 9 Fi \ 
* - \ A "4 * WE 
t ? 1 5 i » 
* o A 3 400 „ e ieee LACK Li , 
7 ” 4 \\ „ * 
& { 1 W 4 " x 85 * . ? 
 GTARHGA | DOG : ABU CURNMNIA Of vr.) 
P ; 1 & 
FF TIF + "4 WE. 4 \ 8 * 
| 4 5 * 1 *%Þ$. $4 g #4. Tx. 8 ' 
1 (44+ 4. LY n e? RW KYIVUAIPIH ITN 
li ö 


Bed od gef erdemun go v navot 9:11 hem i 
Ke lt ni vll r T1H A \s 12111903 


THE 


7 


SY nal. Rn. 
* _ | "Hog I's | 2 ; | 


OT - # i « 
i * 44> 41. 


1 0 7 * * 1 | : . 
* * Itlt EDIT [4 3 t l * 
& 


2 "PSALM ere 4 xa grad 


n if 29 5 IX. 4 * 03 750 90 5 


x — 


mn Ki 2 


Dab TRA ee ee n 2 


: 0 thy : #4 1974 1 Nan ne 2 
nz is ,obſ Phony that 0 diftempers 2 75 


bar; Laaer 2 991 late, 1 e 


r 


in fu I magnes as to take away, or at alt » 
to diſorder all the ING thought. In ſuch 
caſes, there was no opportunity or capacity 
for turning the mind regularly to any thing 
of a religious nature. As their Rate was with 
reſpect to Gop, at the time when they fell 
ſick, ſuch was their departure out of this oa. 
They that were prepared for a better ſtate of 
exiſtence, doubtleſs were removed hence in 
eser to themſel ves, though probably for the 
110 + 2 correction 


{+) | 
correctien and puniſhment of others. But it 
is terrible think of the Nate\of hers, who, 
in an unprepared ſtate, were hurried unex- 
pectedly out of this world. In both views, it 
is the duty of the Living to lay theſe deaths 
to heart, in order to a religions improvement 
of them, by r ourſelves with Gop, 
and enquiring after his deſigns in ſuch awful 
providences. Thus we are directed in the feat 
I have choſen for the ſubject of the enfuing diſ- 
courſe, to acknowledge and revere Him who 
is ſaid to ſhorten the lives of men. The 
< -days of his-youth haſt THOob ſhortned. 
It is very uncertain to whom theſe words 
relate as they were firſt penn d by the P/almiſt - 
Becauſe none can certginly determine who was 
the author of this P/alm, or at what time it 
was compoſed. Some read the'title of it, Ma 
chil bf Ethan the Ezrahite, which they inter- 
pret thus: An excellent inſtructive Plato, com- 
poſed. by Ethan, who liyd in Solomams time, 
and afterwards in Rehoboan?s, when ten tribes 
revolted from the honſe of Dauid. With an 
eye to this revolt, the latter end of the Plalm 
is interpreted as a lamentation, that the king- 
dom of David ſhould thus ſuddenly fail, like a 
young man cut off in the flower of bis age. That 
a family, which in two ſucceſſwe reigns roſe to 
ſuch renown, and look'd ſo great, ſhould in 
the third generation become ſo little and con- 
temptible as it was in the reign of  Reboboam. 
What are all the glories: of this VO 
ns FOOT 1nort, 


(s) 
ſhort, uncertain and periſhing vapours, that 
blaze for a little time, and then vaniſh away! 

Others read the title, Maſchil for, or ac- 
cording to Ethan the: Ezrabite or Zarhite : 
that is, a Pſalm ſet to ſome- former tune of a 
ſong, that was compoſed by Ethan the fon of 
Zerah, the firſt word of which was Ma chil. 
And then the lamentation at the end of the 
Plalm is ——— to the 
wloniſh cuptivity. Thus the werds 
of —— true beth of Jeboiachin,. 
and Zedekiab; who in the days of their youth, 
were cut off, and made miſerable EO” by 
their cruel enemies... 

But let theſe worth, in wer primar: view, 
belong to whom they will; yet in their plain 
ſenſe and i import, they declate thus much to 
us ; — That God is to be owned in the 
1 bermis ng or lengthening the days and times 
© of the children of men.” The days of our 

, the days of our /ife, yea the days 
l he * W not pleateth. 
Where death overtakes any in the beginning of 
their Years, and at the firſt of their ſetting out 
in the world, this text may be applied in a 
more ſpecial manner. And bo; it _ nene 
w a — following e. | 
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1. e it may be fad of Gov that: He 
ſhortens the days of thoſe, who are cut off in 
a — Ps 


3 II What 


(6) = 
1 What Reaſons may be aſſigned, why the 
great Sovereign of life and death ſhould thus 
3 humane life. And, en 252030) 
III. What religious uſe and —_—_— 
we e ought Wen of this. 
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* | Jam conſider how Oop is ſaid. to 
n. the days of them who die in their 
Vouth. But — this is anſwered directly, 
1 thete are two cautions ne to be n 
i 3+" 4 3007 K 4. I % 1501 

0 I.) We muſt not pu} Akin: as if it 
implied any adden or mn of 
things in Gt. S 
Nothing can e in che courſe of pro- 
; vidence, but what God knew and foreſaw, from 
the very beginning, would come to paſs. There 
are no haſty paſſions, or changing ſchemes of 
things and —— diſpoſitions in the all- perfect 
mind as there are in ours. No man's days are 
ſhortned by Gop otherwiſe than the ſettled laws. 
of nature, — laws of the divine goyern- 
ment do fix and determine the matter. But, 
in our language; a man's days are aid to be 
ſhortned, when, contrary to expectation and 
the common courſe of nature, he is taken away 
much ſooner than others about him are: When 
according to our eſtimation he has many years 
to live, and yet it is Gop's appointment that 
he frould die. This, however it be occaſioned, 
2 * about, is not to be conceived of as 
owing 


1 
7 
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(9) 
owing to any changeableneſs in Gon; or any 
ſudden and unforeſeen turn of things as to him. 
For with the Father of lights there is no vari- 


abloneſi, nor ſo en. as ther FO TY turn 
Arno bin of 9 pt 
* We muſt hot Feen dot to ũm- 
pute any of thoſe ſins and errors by which 
men ſhorten their days, unto any neceſſitating 
| decree of Go p. Such is the rectitude ey 
God, that he cannot be the author of-fin;n 
ein he tempt any man to ſin ; and del 
fore when any mani ſhortens his days by in- 
temperance, or ſelf- murder, or quarrels, or 
being any way drawn aſide of his own luſt 
and enticed, till luſt when it is finiſhed bring- 
eth forth death; in theſe caſes, both the evil 
and the puniſhment of it, lie at the finner's own 
door. Fe or however the appointment of Gop 
be fixed, that death ſhall: prevail in ſuch in- 


ſtances, yet he is not chargeable: with thoſe fins 
which lead to it. 

Theſe two things being ade caſt, 
Gov. may be ſaid to ſhorten the 19 5 of TIO 
in ns r 046 ref es. 
. As by „d „nn an Appen kenn TY 
| Has determined upon what es tg and at 

what ſeaſons, death ſhall Preuaii. 
3 all events, or elſe: he Ginid not 
be omniſcient. He knows the certain effects 
of all natural cauſes; and he perceives as tho- 
roughly what will be the epurſe and actions of 
eu Jam. i. 17. all 
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(8 ) 
all voluntar agents. Hereupon, as the 
Governor 1 the world, he determines geen 
far he will permit natural cauſes to take place, 
and how far he will leave free agents to act ac- 
cording to their own choice and inclinations; 
or in what caſes he will over-rule both, to 
ſerve penal or gracious p of his own. 
So that whenever death prevails, Go is to be 
owned as the great Sovereign or Director of it, 
either in a more natural or judicial way. The 
laws of mortality are all ſettled and fixed by 
Gop, as well as the terms of falvation and 
WR: | 


2. Gov may nde be! dad 6 ſhorten the 
days of youth, when he permits young per- 
ſons to fall mto thoſe courſes which bring death. 

Thus it is with them, who, through a 

raſh and thoughtlels, or diſobedient and per- 
vetſe temper, are given up to their own de- 
vices, and to their unruly appetites and evil 
affections, to lead ſuch lives, or travel into 


ſuch countries and climates as ruin their con- 


ſtitutions, breed diſtempers, and introduce, 
ſometimes a lingering, ſometimes a violent 
and - ſudden death. Should Gop deal with 
men according to their own deſervings, and 
with ſome according to their deſires; how juſt- 
ly might be withdraw his reſtraining grace 
Sri them? yea, might he not even take away 
common prudence and diſcretion from the ge- 
ae of young uy "Ry their ſen- 


ſualities 


49.0 
ſualities and impieties, their ſlights of divine 
inſtitutions, and following the ſinful manners 
of this world, they firſt depart from Gov; 
How many are virtually, if not in ſo many 
expreſs words, ſaying unto Goo, Depart from 


e us, for we deſire not the © knowledge of mw 
ce h 8 7 2 ; 


+4 Gov may be ſaid to * 05 da mA 
youth, as he ſometimes remarkably hides bom 
men the means of preſerving life, or reſtoring 


it when under decays, and ſeized by violent 
diſtempers. 


There is no caſe, that I mon) he in which 
Gop may not, for reaſons known to himſelf, 


refuſe to inter poſe when life is in danger. But 


ſometimes there is manifeſtly Je/5 of a divine in- 
terpoſition, through the neglect of prayer, than 
at other times. Some people are left to be 

ſtrangely unapprehenſive of their danger, whilſt 
proper and effectual remedies might be found 
out to prevent diſtempers, or to remove and 
heal them. They go on till their diſeaſes art 
paſt cure, or till the wiſdom of the wiſe be- 


comes fooliſhneſs; and the phyſician either can- 


not fully diſcover, or not ſufficiently reach their 
caſe; while Gop..does not ſee fit in any exit 
nn way to appear or ies. 


** — goth Comer Rnd day 7 of 
youth by an immediate and judicial a for 
the puniſhment of ſome known ſins. 


B « When 


( 

dite When thou with rebukes doſt correct man 
« for iniquity, thou makeſt apt ror to con- 
e ſume away like a moth.” And when men 
fall under ſuch ſecret ſrokes and r4kes from 
God, the youngeſt, the ſtrongeſt, the weal- 
thieſt, the greateſt fall before him, and die 
away. ** Surely every man is vanity x. This 
is expreſſed a little before in terms the fulleſt, 
and moſt moving that can poſſibly be uſed; 

Verify every man, at 2 8 eſtate, is  altoge- 
tber vanity.” _ 

But we muſt be very cautious bew we ap- 
* this to particular perſons, and caſes. Some 
People are apt to pronounce upon others with 
great raſhneſs, and ſay, that they are taken a- 
Day by the judicial hand of Gop, when yet 
theſe judging people are not able to produce 
any ſpecial and immediate cauſes, that are 
fufficient to juſtify their paſſing” uch a ſen- 
tence. It is certain, that all our Iives are for- 
feited to divine Juſtice, if Gop ſhould be ſtrict 
to mark againſt us all our iniquities. And death 
IF the appointed puniſhment, and wages of ſin. 
But to fay, that this or the other perion's hav- 
ing the days of his youth ſhortned,' is an im- 
mediate judgment from Gop, and that he is 
mark'd but hereby as a greater finner than 
others, is to ſpeak very unadviſedly, unleſs 
where we are able to ſhew that the puniſhment 
doth actually point to the in, or that there is 
ſome frunge act of. Gop 1 a l death. 

Pfal. XXXIX, 5. * When 
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When either the raſhneſs of the young, or the 


illnature of the old, ſay that a death is judicial, 
without aſſigning ſome Proper cauſe y ſuch 


an execution, it may be very juſtly retorted 


upon the cenſorious, that unleſs they re- 
spent, they ſhall likewiſe e, s 
However, this does not hinder our being 
WG aſſured; in ſome caſes, that death is ſent 
gudicially to ſhorten mens days, and to puniſh 
them for their ſins, when thoſe ſins are noto- 


rious and openly avowed. Secret things be- 


long not to us, but to Goo. When the Pſal. 
miſt, ſpeaking of Gop's ſhortning the age of 
man ſays, © Thou haſt ſet our ſecret ſins in 
*© the light of thy countenance + ;” we may 
_ conclude, that all have reaſon to fear before 
him, and this ſhould be a continual warning to 


young perſons to avoid ſecret fins. For Go 


may juſtly puniſh theſe with death, though others 
cannot prove that there is an immediate order 
for ſhortning life on account of ſecret ſins. 


But this we do know, that they who lift up 


themblves:in away of rebellion, or in a courſe 
of undutifulneſs to parents and lawful gover- 
nors, do often fall by ſome judicial ſtroke. For 
the fifth commandment, promiſing length of 


days to the obedient and dutiful, plainly im- 
plies that rebellion or undutifulneſs, is a ſin 


for which the days of many are chortned. 80 


allo; where: men arc guilty of blood, or r of n0- 


„Lake xiti. 3. "+ Bil. xc. 8. _ 
B 2 + ; torious 


(an) 

torious frauds and deceits, the Scripture tells 
us expreſly, that bloody and deceitful men 
, ſhall not live out half their days . And 
where men obſtinately indulge their luſts, giv- 
ing up themſelves to intemperance and ſenſu- 
ality, we read, that, in the midſt of ſuch cot- 
rupt and abominable practices, the wrath of 
% God came upon the moſt ſtrong and flou- 
e riſhing, and even the choſen men hed "TOW 
„ were ſlain 

When in — and ſuch like 3 men are 
to a certain degree found guilty, and their days 
are ſhortned by the arreſts of death, the juſt 
judgment-of the Almighty is more eſpecially 
to be revered, and the ftroke plainly appears to 
be from him. Not that ſentence againſt theſe 
evil works, is ſpeedily, and in all inſtances ex- 
ecuted; 75M then there would not be a diſobe- 
dient, rebellious,” intemperate, deceitful, or 
bloody-minded man left in the earth: But at 
ſome times, and in ſome caſes, Gop does take 
vengeance on the iniquities of men by ſhort- 
ning their days, to the end that ſuch courſes 
may ſtand ſufficiently condemned, though all 
offenders are not enen and! in like man- 
ner puniſhed.” 
Nevertheleſs, it muſt as bebſerved "4 
| that ſome-who are very hopeful, and pious, and 
well diſpoſed, are taken away in the midſt of 
their days, or in the bloom of them, as well 
zs others that are ſinful and wicked. So that 


978 Pfal. Iv. 23. + Pfal. Kxviii. 29. — 31. 
. _= 


will 


( 13 ) 


we cannot conclude from the time and manner 


of any one's death, that it is penal and judicial, 
without conſidering other — and 
NY _ WIEN of oy: 10 K 
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| n 1 ſhall — eben desde to en- 


aire: what reaſons there are apparent to us, 


— the great Sovereign of life and death ſhould 


ſee fit to ſhorten the lives of men. And this 1 
ſhall conſider both with reference to thoſe that 
are cut off in their fins, and with reſpect to ſuen 


as are in a more hopeful and 4279075 ate, - when 
_ are taken out of this world.” 34118355 


1. * mall briefly offer: 18 cn . 


thoſe who are in their fins, have the days of 


their youth ſhortned. You may take theſe 
reaſons 1 in the order following. 


(..) Gop ſometimes doth thus ant death 1 


to prevent further and greater evils, to which 
ſuch young perſons are advancing 


Soy fees and knows the way that they 


take; and what they are likely to be led to; 


and therefore in mercy, to prevent their be- 
coming enormouſly and deſperately wicked, he 


ſhortens their days. By this means, that more 
dreadful degree of miſery and torment, in the 
other world, is prevented; which, had they 
lived to commit greater iniquities, they muſt 
have laid! in a * ſtock and foundation for. 


The | 


N 
The more their black account is ſwell'd, the 
more will the future reckoning be enflamed. 
Thus, ſhortning the days of fin may leſſen the 
degrees of puniſhment : "And, fan that reaſon, 
it is cribs better for Gop to pronounce 
over a young offender, © Thou ſhalt now die 
« for thy ſins, than to have him ſay, He 
tt that is unjuſt let him be unjuſt ſtill, and he 
F that is filthy let him be filthy ſtill, till double 
or treble vengeance ſhall — 288 
(2+) By the finner'a bring called to die when 
he is but young in ſin, he may be awakened to 
the fear d He may have thoſe re- 
pentings kindled within king, which ſhall _ 
pare the way for mercy to glorify itſelf, 
Before conſcience is hardened, and the ripen- 
ed power of ſin is fixed, and the principles of 
— come to take place, perhaps conſci- 
ence may be alarmed by the ſight of death. 
The near vievrs of eternity and judgment may 
poſſibly produce repentance unto life. In this 
caſe, — gh the ſentence of death ſhould not 
be — as to the yet the ſecond 
death, which is the final Gechuction of the 
ſau] and body in hell, and which is eternal, 
may be 3 And perhaps, the only 
way to prevent that, may be God's ſending pre- 
ſent death in ſuch an awakening manner, that 


bereby thoſe holy, heavenly diſpoſitions, and 
that faith in a Redeemer may be promoted, 
which are neceſlary to fave the foul. 

— 433 


(rs) 
(.) When Gop permits any to ſhorten the 
days of their youth by fin, this may be © or- 
dered as to prevent others uſing themſelves ſo 
adventuronſly. ooo 1 
The young, the bold and thoughtleſs, learn 
to be apprehenſive of danger, and to grow 
mote cautious and wiſe, when they ſee others 
of their age, and manner of life, cut off be- 


fore their eyes. No man (one would think) 


that has by intemperance, or ill conduct, 


made adventures upon his health and conſtitu- 


tion, but muſt be greatly affected when he con- 
fiders the goodneſs of Gop in fparing him, 
whilſt he ſees others by the ſame courſes bring 


death upon themſelves. One ferious thought 


on the goodneſs of God, in this reſpect, may 


lead to more, and ſo may render ſuch a per- 


ſon's aſter- life not only more prudent and re- 
gular, in hope of it's being prolong'd, but he 
may become devotional and religious. They 
that are young converts have, many times, 
much warmer and more ſettled ſpiritual affec- 
tions than others have. , 


(34. When any man's days of youth are 
fnhortned in à courſe of fin, this leadeth ſome 


who were religroufly diſpoſed before, to become 
more diligent in the work of their ſalvation. 
- A defireable 


ligious turn of mind, will make a new con- 
vert more careful to improve hrs continued day 
of grace. He will then ſay, „Such a One, 
42 | cc my 


aintance cut off in an irre- 
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t my companion, my acquaintance is dead; 
and the moſt awful thought which attends 
<« his death is, that by the day of life being 
** ſhortned, his day of grace was ſhortned 
< too. Could my good wiſhes now reach 
e his ſoul; ; he ſhould be happy; or could 
te they call him to life again, he ſhould have 
3 Fahey time to prepare for an eternal world. 
“ Well, can J have theſe thoughts and wiſhes 
« about him that is gone, and ſhall I not be 
proportionably careful about my own ſoul! 
My day of grace yet continues, O let me 
not miſimprove it, or trifle it away! finceI 
& ſee life is ſo frail and uncertain, and no 
e ſooner is the day of life concluded, but the 
e day of grace will be at an end too, Lord 
teach me ſo to number my days, that _ 
55 apply my heart to true wiſdom!”  _ 
I Thus may very great and good ends be an- 
fore by God's ſhortning the days of ſome that 
die in their ſins. They may be taken away to 
prevent their becoming worſe, and ſo aggravat- 
ing their future condemnation. Or perhaps the 
early views of death may awaken their minds 
to the fear of Gop, and bring them to re- 
pentance. Or however one young perſon's dy- 
ing in ſin, may prevent others uſing themſelves 
ſo adventurouſly. And then alſo, where there 
are any diſpoſitions to religion before, an un- 
expected death hath a tendency. to make ſuch 
more careful to improve their day of grace. 


ey 


A 


But 


6 
But beſide. theſe things which are apparent 
in general, there may be other weighty and 
ſufficient reaſons why the moſt wiſe and righ- 
teous God ſhould ſhorten the days of particular 
perſons. Things that are now hidden ſhall 
be made manifeſt. at the great diſcloſing day, 
when the Judge of all the earth ſhall juſtify 
his proceedings, before the vaſt aſſembly of 


2. I ſhall next mention ſome reaſons why 
thoſe; that are in @ hopeful and good ſtate, may 
ſometimes have their days ſbortned. 


(..) Some of theſe may, probably, have 
reached the utmoſt term of life for which 
their tabernacles were built, though they are, 
e to our language, cut off in their 
1 The frame and conſtitution of ſome bodies 
is ſo very frail and brittle, that they muſt be I 
" Preſerved with great care and watchfulneſs, 
i they attain. to half the number of years, 
which others arrive at. Now it may ſo hap- f 
pen, and I believe often does, that perſons of 
this make are early and powerfully inclined 
to the thoughts of religion. They are ex- 
cited to a great and effectual care about their 
futgre ſtate, by the continual apprehenſions 
that they have of their nearneſs to death and 
ears they make great preparations for another 
2 e C world, 
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world, and early finiſh' their work here. In 
thus doing they may continue to that full 
length of time for which their bodies were 
Grind at firſt, while yet it ſeems to others 
that their days are ſbortned. Or, 

(2.) Some good perſons may die in heit 
youth, becauſe it is the mo/? GFVERAYEOHs . 
ſon for their leaving this world. 

If good men are taken away while, accord- 
ing to the courſe and ſtrength of nature, one 
might expect their continuance, it is probably 
ſo ordered by Gop, becauſe he would have 
them quit this world, and enter into the other, 
either with ſome peculiar advantage to them- 
ſelves, or to his cauſe and intereſt, or both. 
By being thus early called away, they are de- 
livered from ſome dangerous temptations, and 
from falling into ſome worſe condition than 
that in which death is appointed to ſeal their 
characters. Their ſouls might be in the 3% 
frame to quit this life, and religion might be 
beſt ſerved by their dying teſtimony to it; and 
therefore by a death ſooner than others expedt- 
ed, they are called to glorify Gop. Thus 
would 1 chooſe to die, juſt as God ſees the 
lengthning or ſhortning of my days, may beſt 
ſerve to promote a religious, ſeaſonable, and 
advantageous withdrawment 5 7 2 life and all 
"ings err 1 20. 
(.) Some good perſonk die 1 in thei youth, 


; that we may have good and e * 


( 19 A 
of ſuch as 80 dd ny, and happily out of 
this world; | 

Theſe exam ales: are as necdful and ee 
tive, as examples that are penal. and terrible. 
When the days of the wicked are ſhortned, 
and they are cut off in their ſins, it is that 
others ſhould be brought to fear and tremble 
at their untimely end, and not dare to live in 
their wickedneſs. When the youthful days 
of good men are ſhortned, it is that others may 
learn from thence, even in the days of youth, 
to deſpiſe fo; vain a world. as this, and to look 
with gary) Sections and lively hopes to the 
thing $ that are above. 

"What a noble teſtimony is it to the truth and 
power of religion, when a young man ſhall 
appear willing to reſign all his proſpects, as to 
this world, and all the pleaſures and enjoy- 
ments of ſenſe, for the Eke of heaven, and 
things unſeen! And how encouraging is the 
example to hear ſuch an one, (as I have for- 
merly been a witneſs to this very language) 
< chooſing death with an intereſt in Chriſt, 
before life with all its uſual joys, and with the 

<< greateſt, gains and treaſures, in a ſtate of ab- 
ee ſence. from Chriſt, and in danger of bein 
| « ſeparated from him. 2 

In ſuch caſes as theſe the d: ays of youth are 
ſhortned. that there may be ſome good examples 
of perſons dying young, to credit religion, and 


to\ win 1 over thoſe that are of tender, 1ngenuous 
C2 ſpirits 


(%) 


- unto Gons: vhilſt others that die in 
their wickedneſs, are made examples of * 
to ſhock more nude and ſtupid minds. 

(4.) Thoſe that are good ſometimes have 
this days of their youth ſhortned, for the cor- 
reftion or trial of their kindred and families. 


Sometimes a deſirable creatute is ta- 
ken away, that the Faults of others their re- 
lations or friends, may be remedially puniſhed 
by the loſs of ſuch.” Sometimes that their 
Graces may be tried in the manner of their be- 
haviour, and the conduct of their paſſions, on 
ſuch occafions.'- The time would fail me to fy 
how many idolatrous affections, or ſinful nf 
and exceſſive paſſions are correfted, P Oo 
diſpenſations of providence. /' i 

Theſe, and ſome other confifcoutitine which 
perhaps occur to your own minds, will ſerve 
to juſtify the wiſe and good Gon, in ſometimes 
ſhortning the lives of them that are religious 
and hopeful, as well as the vicious and wicked. 
But I confeſs, that the ſhortning of thedays of 
ſome pious and uſeful perſons in the world, is 

7 Matter too hard for our reaſon” fully-to enter 
into, or to give a ſatisfactory account of it. 

There are many caſes, of this kind, in which 

we muſt refer ourſelves and others to the laws W 
of the inviſible world, and to the _—_ & a a 
future © NE” 1 1 8111 
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1. Wied 1 152 beem hid, we may in- 
fer, that neither good nor had men can have 
any aſſurance, that re of their yours ſhall 
not be ſhortned. 
One would think this ſhould: vouſs the ha- 
bitual ſinner, us alſo the buſy agent and dtudge 
for this life each out of his 4 and a- 
wake him to righteouſneſs, and to forſake every 
evil way, leſt his dead warrant ſtiould come 
in an hour when he thinks not, and he _ 
bo cut off in his ſins-. One would alſo expe 
that the Good ſhould be more watebful, — 
prayerful, and ready to every good work, be- 
cauſe they may have but a very ſhort time tb 
Work in. As to both, one would wonder that 
it ſnould ever be, as che Parable repreſents it 
concerning the wiſe" and fooliſh Farging, that 
they ſhould be flumbering and fleeping, as if 
= coming of their Lord was à great way off, 
when their days are thus liable to be ſhortned, 
and Ache Gallen bence before they re e . 


3 


„U. Low: wits a [thethod: would it t be; Fi 
all of us to eee our ' hopes an Keen as 
to this world. | 

Annex our * are thus liable to be ſhort- 


ned, 


( 22) 
ned, our cares for this life ſhould be ſo too. 
We are apt to cut out ſchemes for ourſelves in 
futurity, without duly conſidering, how ſhort 
and frail human life is. Hence it comes to 
paſs that many projects for ſcience and in the 
way of learning, for action and buſineſs, for 
enjoyment and: eaſe; and pleaſute, lie broken, 
and are never filled up; and men die under 
the uneaſineſs of the diſappointment. Where- 
as, if we could learn to ſhorten our ptoſpects 
and ſchemes of things, as the term of our days 
may be ſhortned, — could inure ourſelves to 
daily and familiar converſes with death, we 
ſhould then be more prudent in our under- 
taking things, more diligent in our endeavour- 
ing quickly to accompliſh them, and we ſhall 
be more ſafe and eaſy when we are nn off 
from all by death. g. 

Ho. ill do men judge of things, * 
they ſpend. their days in preparing to hve, 
inſtead of preparing to die This is truly 
the caſe, when vaſt projects are laid, and 
long ſchemes of thin gs are to be filled up, 
| — men propoſe — ſit down and en Joy, 
or with any wiſe and pious; views to do 
with what they have. They ſpend a whole 
| life in preparing 10 live: And then when 
death comes, if they are truly ſenſible of the 

important conſequences of it, they want to live 
their time over again, that they may prepare 
to die. Let us now be perſuaded to think how 
_ ways our life is liable to be ſhorted, 

at 


(23) 
that we may ſhorten our proſpects and promi- 
ſes of this Ar — — in 
futurity; and may not fooliſhly ſpend all thoſe 
days in preparing to live on earth, which Gop 
gives us to ſpend in preparing for a more bliſs- 
ful and durable life in heaven. A ſhort life 
well ſpent, will fit us for glory honour and 
immortality.; but the longeſt life ſpent in fin, 
and in continual worldly projects and aims, 
= leave men diſappointed and miſerable at 


3. How much ſhould it excite the won- 
der and thoughtfulneſs of thoſe who are in a 
fate of fin, to confider that Gop has not 
ſhortned their days, and cut them off before 
this tine? 1 20 een ants» 
Have not you uſed yourſelves as adventu- 
rouſly as ſome others have done, whoſe days 
are now ſhortned, and their places here ſhall 
know them no more? Have you not as high- 
ly provoked Gop, by his rebukes to correct 
you for your iniquity ? Yea, have you not ſeen 
= lives and your ſouls in danger, and Gop 
has mercifully interpoſed, and reſcued your 
bodies from the grave, and your ſouls from the 
pit of everlaſting deſtruction? And will not 
this Goodneſs of Gop lead you to repentance? 
Think, I beſeech you, how dreadful your con- 
dition will be at laſt, if you ſhould be yo 
only to treaſure up wrath againſt the day 0 


( 24 ) 

and — the ri is uag ment 
* Think again, ho ſoon Gaia diftem- 
fo may ſeize you; of which you have now no 
rehenfion. The feeds as many; diſcaſts 
which prove mortal to us, are — 2 into the 
world with us; and lie in ambuſh (as it were) 
in one part or other of our bodies; till the ſignal 
isgiven from the great Lord: 1 life and death, 
to move on to our execution. And what man 
can tell how ſoon the ſignal may be given, and 
the ſentence of death paſſed upon him: 

Beſides, how many caſualties, and eden 
tal diſeaſes are we ſubject to? It is 4 wonder. 
ful mercy' that it ſhould not be faid this day 

of one or other of you, the days of his youth, 
or of her youth, haſt thou ſhortned, whew 
is thus ld of many of your ac nce! 
But if the thoughts of this mercy will not move 
en to do, ſurely the though dein 

being a mercy ſo uncertain, and — fn 

will have an end, ſhould have a a powerful 
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us to repent immediately of every fin, and to 
remember youre (Fever. in the ben. an of wi 
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which God has throatened to ſhorten life, di/- 
obedience, intemperance, &c. Flite youthful 
. but follow righreoufues, faith, and f 
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Hear the voice of him that thus ſpeaks to you, 
and from this very moment let this counſel be 
acceptable unto your. 
When our Saviour called upon the young 
man in the goſpel to follow him, be would 
not ſurely have replied, Let me firſt go and 
** bury my Father, had he conſidered, that 
his days of youth might be ſhortned, and he 
cut off before his father. And yet how com- 
mon is it, for the children of a family to be 
taken away, whilſt the Parents remain? The 
Branches are lopt off, whilſt the root and ſtock 
abide. Thoſe that are expecting and contri- 
ving about the death of others, are themſelves 
very commonly fr} called off the ſtage. Thus 
frequently are the days of youth ſhortned, 
when the days of the aged, and the far ad- 
vanced in life are prolonged. Is it not then 
as much the concern of the young, as of the 
aged, to fear Gop, and give up themſelves to 
him; and to live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly 
in this world? Why ſhould not this day be 
the time of your hearty ſurrender to Gop ?. 


And why ſhould not your next day be the be- 


ginning of a new and better life? To make 
long and tedious work in reſolving to live to 
Gop, is very unwiſe, when your days may 
be ſhortned, and you cut off in your heſita- 
— 3021 ³¹ w ag 
- If any now have it in the purpoſe of their 

hearts, that their beſt days (the days of their 
9 wn D 32 youth) 


626) 


youth) ſhall be conſecrated to the ſervice of 
their Maker, and the glory of their Redeem- 
er, and to the purpoſes of religion, let ſuch 
think well on that text in the cc a, 
„When thou voweſt a vow unto Gon, 455 
te fer not to pay it; for he hath no pleaſure 
* in fools.” To vow, and deſign, and pro- 
miſe to change our life, and to amend this 
and the other thing which we are convinced 
ought to be amended, and yet to continue in, 
or return to the ſame actions and courſes, not- 
withſtanding all our vows and is a 
mark of a vain, trifling and fooliſh mind. 
Be wiſe, therefore, and firm and Ready, in 
renouncing every thing that evil, and. cleaving 
to every thing that is good; and this, without 
deferring to another time. It is a ſign of folly; 
according to reaſon as well as Scripture, to put 
off and delay any thing which: is neceſſary and 
important, when ve are required immediately 
to ſet about it. Read that text over again, 
and fix it on your hearts, When thou voweſt 
a vow unto . defer not to pay It for Ws 
bath no pleaſure in fools. | 

Have a care of protailing ee many 
ans, and years to come. This will betray 
you to continued neglects of Gop, and will 
expoſe you to the power of many temptations. 
Rather ſpend ſome part of this evening, in 
thinking that the days of your. youth may be 
| ann, as well as — 1 and bewall your 
Chap. v. 4. fins 


r _— 


they had lived when t 


1 
fins and follies, and liſt yourſelves under the 
banner of the great Captain of your ſalvation, 


that you may become followers of Chriſt, 


Place your happineſs in denying the fleſh, and 
crucifying the ſinful appetites, and defires, and 
humours of it, rather than in making provi- 
fion for it to fulfil the luſts thereof.“ ; 


; | To conchide; let aus all make it our m 
care, to live ſuch lives, as we find men wi 


8 they come to die. And 
then, finally, from meditating on God's 
ſhortning our days here on earth, let us pro- 
ceed to think on that eternity which lies be- 


. yond the grave. Our age here is as nothing, 


compared with our future duration. How 
prepoſterous then is it, to let the cares and 
amuſements of this ſhort life, take place of 
thoſe concerns and expectations that are end- 


leſs? O Eternity! our hope! and yet our 


If that young man, whoſe death firſt occaſioned this diſ- 
courſe, was nowalive, and if he retained the ſenſe of things, which 
he profeſled to have in his lat fickneſs, he would loudly have 
called upon every; companion and acquaintance, thas to break 
off their fins by repentance, and to yield themielves to Bed in 
newneſs of life. "Gould I deſcribe to you the earneſt eyes, and 
pale countenance, and trembling limbs with which he aſked, 
I there mercy ? is there hope of mercy for me? this would plead for 
your improving your preſent ſeaſon of grace, better than any 


other arguments that I can uſe. This dying teſtimony he left 


to the truth and power of religion, That he would rather 
© chuie an intereſt in the mercy of God through Cxz15T with 

« death, than be reſtored to life and health again to enjoy all 
„ worldly advantages, without this.” dg 1 


Amaze- 
2 | 


( 28) 
Amazement and our dread !. How: ſhould we 
transfer our thoughts, anxieties and wiſhes 
more to thee! , _— O Bumi thou: awiul, 
* thought! b fi 4] 7 
Lord help us to uſe a ſhort life "_y as thas 
we * ſecure a bliſsful WT tc to tönt 


Gov grant that this may be the Happinek 
of us all, through Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord; 
to whom be glory and eee, world 
e end. e 4,991 l. 
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_ NumBER IX. is ready for the Preſs, 


o the Sin and Dancer of SuspENSE about Re- 
 ligion, and the Worsnie of Gop, 1 Kings 
xvili. 21, ,— © How ang me ” vereoeen two 

m1 « Opinions . * 


Errors, p. 16. gat s. | 2 3 1 any man „ r. 2 
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